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A NEW AND TIMELY SUGGESTION.

EAR by year men have come for
ward with strong appeals for a bet-
terment of conditions in this coun-
. try, urgiog the people to demand of
their publie servants loyalty to the
masses, but 80 many of thesegap-
peals have fallen upon deal ears
el that it sometimes looks as though
there i no hope of changes for the
better. Rather it looks as all things must coutinue
to drift as directed by the classes, and the masses be
damed. A Kansas friend of olden times, comes for-
ward with a-new thonght, and to us it looks like
a lucid one. Hon. B. H, Nichols, of Howard, Kan-
sas, o a letter to his home paper on national
thought, says in part;
I had voted with the republican party several
years after I had become convinoed that wealth was
realizing profit fram our protective system to the
disadvantage of soil and lsbor interesta; hopeful
however, that the evil would be corrected by that
party; and now as an ex-republ can with demooratio
symtoms I do not wish to be less consistent. And
though not in sympathy with all the ‘‘isms” that
putyk‘ﬂ-iniu piatforms, and not having been
tested pronounced ‘‘Simon pure’’ by those who
boast of democratic unbroken fealty to
ry. I neverfheless have faith that the national
mocracy, traditionally & free trade party, at no
time ylelding to the tarifl system to an extént be-
yond government needs, will undertuke to regulate
the avenues of trade as herein indicated, though I
admit my disappointment at the inactivity of dem-
ocratic senators and representatives in the last con-
I believe that they should have been first to

| sk for free trade with Cuba; but not baving dome

80 shouid have given prompt and active support to
Cuban reciprocity satisiactory to the administration.
‘“The regulation of the avenues of trade s0 as to
make it possible for the prudent business man with
limited means to transact any business he may
choose to engage in without the consent of corpora-
tions is the necessity; and the needs of the hour a
leader who can take the people into his confidence
and lead on to victory; a leader who dares demand
apparently arbitrary changes in our systems by urg-
ing the repeal of the tariff law aund the support of
the government by direct taxation levied on aetual
value with the possible addition of a small per
centum on exoessive amnual profits; a leader who
dates instruct the masses that there no longer exists
a reason why the man of limited means with a Jarge
family should give more for the support of the gov-
erument because forced to buy more of the protected
articles for the support of his family, than the man
of wealth with a siall family and few needs for such
articles; this is the indispensible and first
necessary step toward ciroumseribing the power of
ons and trusts—this done and the task will

be easy, and until soms party shall have begun this
work in manner and form as will convince thy mass-
es that the effort will be uncompromisiog, the re-
mMI will continue in business at the same old

“] have given it as my belief that the demoecratic
party had opportunities; not to have realized vieto-
ry in 1800, but opportunities for record makiog after
its defeat in that year and to prepare for just such a
victory in. 1904 a8 Lincoln prepared for in 1858.
And though somewhat disappoivted, T have fsith
that nationsl democracy will yet improve the oppor-
tunity, and that through the agency of that party,
stimulated by the growing spirit of independent
partisanship, conditions of tiade will be, so 8-
ted as to prevent a repetition of the imequality of
prices disclosed between the dates of the passage of
the Dingley tariff law and the republicsn national
convention of 1800. Believing that hosts of your
candidates will declare for free trade before the close
of the campaign, and hoping that you may be able,at
least, to inflict & severe rebuke sgainst candidates
whose methods inattending nominating conventions
on a speefal train chartered for the occasion with
bands of music sand a thousand ‘‘rooters’ have ex-
cluded poor men from politieal bhonors,”

WEALTH OF FARMS AND PLANTATIONS.

E find in the Literary Digest some
interesting comment on the census
bulletin recently issned with res-
pect to farms and farm values. Ae-

to this bulletin, the richest

class io America is the i

eountry, from t
are valued at .E:cm,ooo,mm.
ting bond -
000. Solt :mha seen that
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of farm values is
144,-
000; live stock $3,078-

the income yiald of these two industries with a great
degree of accuracy, but it can be approximated. In
1900 the rallroads of the United States reported
grosa earnings of €1,5601,695,378, or a little more
than 11 per cent ou the total stock and capitaliza-
tion. The groas larm income in 1899, the last year
for which statistics are available, was $3,764,177,-
706, snd the percentage of gross income upon the
investment was 18 per cent. It will be seen that the
farming fndustry made out better than the railroad
indusiry. The actual net earniogs of the farmer
cannot be ealculated, but sssuming the railroad av-
erages a8 applying equally to both, the expense of
farm operation ranges somewhere around 70 per
ocent. Commenting on this showing, the New York
Fimancier notes that it has been claimed in some
quarters that the farm indostry was on the wane, to
which it replie: ns follows:

‘‘Rapid as has been the development of raflroads,
the rise in farm wealth has been greater. Thus the
total value of farm property in 1900 was more than
five times as great aa in 1850, and 28 per cent great-
er than in 1890. The railroad industry in 1850 was
in its infancy, so that comparisons extending back
filty years are unfair, but, takiog 1800 se's basis, 1t
is found that reilway property, as indicated by its
total capitalization, rose from $10,029,000,000 in
that year to $11,800,000,000 in 1900. This 18 an in-
crease of 18 per ogn’, or 10 per cent Jess than the io-
crease in farm values. In this connection recent
investigation of farm and railroad values, growing
out of at attempt on the part of the legislature
lowa to increase railway taxable values, may be
cited. The claim was made that inasmneh as the
rallways had inoreased their earnings and enhanced
share values assessments should rise in proportion.
The rallways opposed this proposition. Without
denying the lacte, they contended that the apprecia-
tion of rallway values had not been as great ae the
rise in realty values, and to prove this lﬂaomulma
ol attorneys representing the princi ways be-
gan an investigation of farm wu..pﬂnmm of ac-
tual sales publicly filed showed that in the last half
decade the average appreciation of land in Tows had
been in excess of $20 an acre, The present value of

farm lands in Towa is estimated by a conservative | p

authority to be $50 an acre. If this is trne, it fol-

lows that in five yeara the appreciation has been 66 |

per cent, which is much in excess of the rise in ra‘l-
way values. These figures give an idea of the emor-
mous rise in agricultural wealth, Towa bas gained
alone in the saleable wvalue of her larming lands in
five years an amount much in excess of the total
capital invested in banking in the state and the same
ratio holds in most of the agriculturml sections.
Therefore farmer, considered in every light, ia
a0 individual much to be envied. As a elass he s
prosperous as never belore; his ocapital account, as
represented in the value of his plant, is appreciat-
ing, and his income yield, based upon present prices
for his produect, is above that of other ipdustries, or
avenues of commereial investment. It is idle to re-
peat that be forms the rear backbone of the connty,
and none will begrudge bim the easy path foto which
he seems to have entered. Aalong ss he is pros-
perous the country has nothing to fear in the way of
industrial depreagion.”

the most radical policies that were ever proposed,
or even discussed, by the Repuablican party.
either Thad Stephens, Ben Wade nor Oliver P.
rton ever advoeated any measure of insalt or op-
ion for the the south that did not receive the
aﬂhl commendation of this ‘“‘journal of eiviliza-

e

It was in hearty accord with the Thad Stevens
plan of “putting the under rail on top’’ in the seuth.

In the course of time Harper's Weekly changed
its views very decidedly on some of the main gues-
tiona that were involved inthe reconstruction scheme.
The Weekly went far under its former ownership,
which was the one that established it and made it
famous, towsrd taking a position in regard to the
wisdom and justice ol negro suffrage directly in con-
io“:t with that which it held during the reconstruct-

era.

Under its present msnagement Harper's Weekly
has become even more pronounced in its recantation
of & theory for which 1t pnce contended fariously,

In & recent editoral it makes the following frank
sdmission that the south was right in opposing
negro eniranchisment:

“To an American citizen, baving the negro in
wind, it is inevitable that such an opinion should at
once be read in the light of our post bellum legisia-
tion incorporated in and based on the war amend-
wments, snd 8o does Mr. Bryce. What is his verdiet?
That the were not fit for suffrage whea it

giver them, and that dispassionate Americans
ying the facts now admit that the granting of
rage to them was & mistake, Of course this is
what the soathern white man has always said, and
what the northern press and politicians are reluot-
antly admitting. And yet with the sad record of
unwise baste in conferring manhood suffrage upon
the megro in the south and upon the Hawalians in
Hawaii, which our country y has in its deal-
ing with this ticklish problem of controlling unlike
races by democratic forms of government, there
have been men of repate as scholars and stateswen
fo this couniry during the past four years who
would bave had us the acore an-
other 4lund day it will be seen by the dis- |
n of the future, aa he comes to
| peginaings of & new epoch of Amerioan |
DY) thi of the greatests qualities displayed
4 mrg:n p.ophnindlhdr rupou(h:n o:‘-
during period of legisiation following
Spanish-Awerican war was the lessoun derived from
experience in the south with the . In Porto
Rico an exécutive and a council deriving their
voters, but hom without, be-
tweap the represenative body and the possible ex-
cesaes of the Iatier. Had the southern states had a
simular bulwark during the reconstruction period
how different the history of thove commonwealths
wonld bave been. In the Philippines, by the ad
viee of the civil commission, democratic govern-
menkis o be a growth, not a deposit; in

poli

Opinions like these are coming with increasing
frequency sod force and the vindieation of the at-
tivede of the south en the subject of negro sufirage
becomes every day surer of fall and fioal vindica-

R

Another New York journal notes that it is fortu- | thom.

nate that prices of farm products went up with the
m land, ;l‘:lr uﬁl&l farmer would find I1,like
of onr enterprises, too largely cap-
italized to make any profit.”’ This aa be-
ing in the nature of putting the eart  the horee.
Lands rose in value becanse the products of agricunl-
tare ficst rose in pricd, and the two srécomnected
snd wseparable. In the period from 1802 to 1867
the prices of all products of the farm were extreme-
ly low and the price of land went down in propor-
tion. Bo we may say that, as a rule, the price of
farm produots is the measare of the value of lands.
And we may pote, too, that the capitalization of
' i8 pever inflated or watered. It is the
one great industry in which the ‘‘promoter’’ or
trust-former has never been able to operate.

THE SQUTH VINDICATED,

experiment. Many of those who
were most enthusiastic advocateg of
the enfranchisement of the negro
immediately after his emancipation
have lived to see and admit lht
to
in ap-
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changed in the light of the actaal |

i

An ' interesting’ Story is being told of “Jim”
Younger, says the Lagsos City Journal. It is said
that when the bandit was siek in the Minnesota pen-
lteutisry & daughter of one of the deputy wardens
Wﬂd delioncfes for him. “Jim' fell in Jove

her, and when he was paroled secared her con-

senf to marry him. Her' parents st first object-
#d; but finally yielded. When “Jim’’ went to get a
s¢ however, the official fo whom he applied
t01d him that in the eyes of the liw he was a dead
mao, and that be eouldn’t issue Heeuse to a corpse.
“Jim’' investigacted and found, i is said, that the
official’s construcrion of the laws of Minuesota is
zrraet. He can legally be restored to life by » par-
lon, and pust experience teaches him that that this
i# a very difficult thing to get. It looks, therefore,
It} &om and his sweetheart will have to forego
i Missouri

the fel of matrimony. A Bouthern
uires what would be done with « man who
ald Younger. ‘“‘Inthe eyes of the law he is
" ft reasons. It wonld be absurd to a

for killing another man who fs alr e
murderer be 8 gho
would be for robbery. The

e times,
-m comes from Puris that the Academy

of has examined the discovery claimed to
have been made by Dr. Bandoln, who has succeeded
in condemning a barrel of wine into the compass of

HAS LEARNING A DUTY?

HE recent death of Lord Acton nat-
urally raises the question whether
learning owes any duty to society.
Lord Acton was ove of the most
distinguished of Eoglish Scholars.
His knowledge of philosophy, po-
¢ litieal economy, history and kin-

dred subjects was prodigions. He one of

the largest and best selected private libraries in the
world. He wrote readily and well when induced to
write at all. And yet his learning died with him.

His ounly literury productions were a few ephemeral

articles which serve to show that he com-
manded sn excellent and attractive style, “ut are of
po permanent valoe, \

does not veperate the miser; on the con-
trary, it d bim. Wealth is properly regard-
od, pot aa in itecll an end, but asa means to an
end—the promotion directly of the plness of its

, and those dependent on "him, and indi-
rectly the rest of the world. Andrew '8 ta-
moua dictum that it is disgracetfal to die neh, while
somewhat extreme, has been pretty generally as-
sented to. Bat is not the miser of learning almost,
if pot quiteins class with the miser of money?

How much woree it is to spend a life in getting »

fortune merely for the pleasure of counting it over,

than to spend it getting knowledge merely for the
pleasure of possessiog itY It will be conceded of
course that the miser of knowledge is likely, other
things equsl, to be a much more agreeable person
than the miser of money. His study ecan hardly
fail to broaden his view and mellow his beart. But
the miser of mouey has the advantage of him in one
However hard be may try to avoid it he

mast leave his wealth behiod him, wbere it may be
put to good use by those who receive it. The miser
of learning, on the contrary, when he dies, can
neither take his wealth with bim—at least so far as
reason oprevelation instructs us—or leave it be-
hind him. Hemay, like Lord Acton, build up an
immense and valuable library; buteven his library
to another a8

e to use
It is repo

that
'8 library
to John Morley. Its transfer is
suggestive. Mr. Morley, with not s moiety of Locd
Acton’'s ing and vastly less than a moiety
of his books, has dove valuable literary work and,
at the same time, has made a place for himsell in
the front rank of modern English statesmen.

It has been said in Lord Acton’s defense that he
bad & sincere love of truth; that his immense know-
ledge, especially of bistory—which, as everybody
who bas read Carlyle koows, is a mere tissue of

t him the d
commiting himself to error; and that rather than
risk violating truth he chose to write nothing at all.
This plea strongly recalls the case of that Iowa
miser who recently decided to devote his fortune to
philanthropic purposes, but who, when he got ready
to begin, could find nobodyand pothing that was
worthy to receive it, and who, at last reports, was
still living in & tent and ol “to his treasure,
There is doubt that the man who thinks and writes
incurs the risk of using faulty logic and making
untrue statements. Bat if this had always been a
bar to thinking and writing, very few weould have
written or thought, and man wounld, we imagine,
have evolved very slowly from the condition of his
simian ancestor.

The truth seems to be that Lord Acton was simp-
ly & bookworm counstructed on a large plan. He

read eight hoars a day, not 50 much becanse he is

particularly industrions as because he had that pe-
culiar selfishness which i3 sometimes characteristio
of learned men, and because, like too mavy bLeok-
worms, he was habitoally indolent. The indolenee
of the bookworm is generally regarded as ope of the
least harmful ol characteristics. Bat it lacks a
great deal of being entirely barmless, Men who
bave not knowledge and talent will write whether
those who have them do or net, just as men without
conscience or ability will take part in polities
whether those who have them do or not. And in
the former case, a8 in the latter, the indolency or
supel usneds of the inactive enables the others
to infliet inj::y‘ ':pOII society.
Learni ntellect have such im t

to fill u?m 80 copstaotly dmnmt:: phoosm
narrowness and error that the inactivity of = single
man who posesses them is a positive wrong to so-
ciety. The bookworm whe kusows books, and
knows nothing besides, may well be left to his li-

Koilmd the most useless, if also one of the moss

innofiensive, of mankind.  Bat it is painful to see
one who has both knowledge and the mbility to use
1k to come forth from- his stody aod try,

afger every writer incurs of




